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suffer. The problem is no more solved at the end
of the book than it is at the beginning. Job is as
far as ever from knowing why all these hideous
calamities have come upon him. But here is the
difference : at the beginning of the book he is
ignorant and defiant; at its close he is ignorant
and trustful. There he stands with set lips, and
clenched hands, and head thrown back, daring
God to do His worst; here he stands with bent
head, and folded hands, silent and submissive.
What has wrought the change ? He has seen
God:

I had heard oj Thee "by the hearing of the ear ;
But now mine eye seeth Thee.

And because he has seen God, though still he does
not know, he is content not to know.

And in the maddening maze of things,

When tossed by storm and flood,
To one fixed ground his spirit clings,

He knows that God is good.

And into the deep, dark mystery of pain perhaps
that is as far as we shall ever be able to penetrate.
We ask the inevitable questions, inevitable but
unavailing, for the heavens give back no answer.
Why did He suffer the blow to fall which crippled us
for the race while as yet it had scarce begun ?
Why, when our little one lay dying, and we who